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Ant Wen a wan Pon 10 a ** A on Jets: 
"Gab the fon of Rechab coming lo meet Rim, And he 
* Jaluted him and Jy Ts thine heart vight as iny Heart's, 53 

od | 


with thy heart F And ng e 1% 18. 
il be, Grote me thine Land. in 


28 is ahora Wu dy th Who 10 5 not mY 


2 nk | rat debt, th t love is due 10 a 
kit th 


81 


it. 1800 Ma. not ac 2 810 to he "miſerable eon- 


ſfrukkion put upon it by the'Zealots of old times, 
7 how ſhalt Hoe Thy neighbour, th telation, acquain- 
tance, friend, ant hate thine encnty.; not To. 1 jay 
unto'you,” ith: our Lord, Love e your enemiet, bleſs 1 them, 
that cavſe Jon. ao: good to 17% at Aale you, and Pray, 
45 them that h uſe an: exfecute yah : [that 

ry be the CHildven, hay appear Fo to all ma nkin 
Father which i is in Reuben, who ase, unde 2 
on 1 the wt and on the good, and G rain on Lo Juſt 
25 on the 0 


. 


oyal li, Thou fact love thy eng hour 


* 4 — 


2. But it is ſure, there is a iar love which 


| we owe to thoſe that love God. | So David, All my 


delight is upon the ſaints that are in the earth, "and; upon 


ſich as excal in virtue. And ſo a greater than he, 


e cbmmandment ] give unto vou, that ye love on 


another : as Þ have loved:you, that ye aljo love one ano. 
ther. By this ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, 

if ye love one another. John xiii, 24, 35. This is that 
love on which the apoſtle 7okn fo frequently and 
ſtrongly infilts,” This, faith he, ts. the meſſage that 
ve have heard from the beginning, that we Jhould love one 


another, 1 Fohn iii. 11. Hereby perceive we the love of 
God, becauſe he laid down has life for us. And we ought, 


if love ſhould call us thereto, t lay down. our hve: 


for the brethern, v. 16. And again, beloved, let us love 


one another, for love is of God, He that loveth not, 


knoweth not Cod: for God is love, c. iv. 7, 8. Not 


that we loved God, but that he loved us, and ſent his jon 
to be the propitiation for our fins. - Beloved, if God + 
loved us, we ought alfo to love one another, v. 10, 11. 


g. All men. approve of this. But do all men 


pradtiſe it? Doily experience ſhews the contrary, 


Where are even the Chriſtians who love one another, 


as he hath' given,-us commandment ? How many hin- 
_ drances lie in the way? The two grand, general 


hindrances are, firſt, that they cannot all think 


alike: and inconſequence of this, ſecondly, they 
cannot all walk alike : but in ſeveral ſma ler points 
their practice muſt differ, in proportion io the dit- 

| ference of their ſentiments, _ ö 

_ *_ 4+ But although a difference in 


| pinions-or modes 
of worſhip, may prevent an intire external union, 


yet need it prevent our union in affection ? Though 


we cannot think alike, may we not love alike ? 


May we not be of one heart, though we are not 


of one opinian,? Without all doubt we may. 
Herein all the children of God may unite, not- 


wWithſtanding theſe ſmaller differences, Theſe re- 


think 
they 
Joints 


e dik. 


nodes 
nion, 
ough 
ike ? 
e not 
may. 
not- 
ſe re- 


ining 


_ 


Y maining as they are, they may forward one ano. = 


ther, in love and in good works. 


. Surely in this reſpect, the example of - Fehu 
himſelf, as mixt a character as he was of, is well 


worthy both the attentjon and imitation, of every 


ſerious Chriſtian. And when he was departed thence, 
he lighted on Jehonadab the fon of Rechab coming to 
meet him. And he faluted him and faid, Is thine heart 
right, as my heart is with thy heart ? And Jehonadab 
anſwered, it is. Jf it be, give me thine hand, = 
The text naturally divides itfelf in two parts, 
firſt, - a queſtion propoſed by hu to Jehonadab, 
Is thine heart nght, as my heart is with thy heart ? Se- 
condly, an offer made on Jchonadad's anſwering, 

It is, Au be, gice me thine hand, 1% 


I. 4. And, firſt, let us conſider the que tion 
propoſed by Fehu to Zehonadab, Is thine heart right, 
as my heart is with thy heart ?oo . 

The very firſt thing we may obſerve in theſe 
words, is that here is no enquiry concerning . 
honadab's opinions. And yet it is certain, he held 
ſome which were very uncommon, indeed quite 
peculiar to himſelf: and ſome which had a cloſe 
influence upon practice; on which likewiſe he 
laid fo great a Streſs, as to intail them upon his 
children's children, to their lateſt poſterity: This 
is evident from the account given by Jeremiah, 
many years after his death. I foot Jaazaniah and 
tus brethren, and ail tus fons, and the whole houſe of the 
Rechabiles— And ſet before them pots full of cone and cups, 
and ſaid unto them, drank' ye wine. But they ſaid, we 
will drink no wine; for Jonadab (or Jehonadab) the 
ſon of. Rechab our father- (it would be leſs ambiguous 
if the words were placed thus, Jehonadab' our a- 
ther the fon. of Rechab, out of love and reverence 
to whom he probably deſired his deſcendants 
might be called by his name) commanded us, faying, 
Ye ſhall drink no wine, neither ye nor your ſons for ever, . 

Re . Neither 


— * * 
R 


Jonadab our father commanded us, Jer. xxxv. 910. 


gious, 10 due Jurioufly) does not concern himſelf 
aal wich any of theſe things, but lets Zehonadah 


; them may be a5 Baguler herein, as even Fehonadah 


1 6: * 
1 houſe, nor ſow ſecd, ver plant vine 
yard, nor have any hut all your days ye ſhall dwell in 
tent. And me have obeyed aud done according to all that 


2. And yet Jeu (although it ſeems to have 
bis manner, both in things ſecular and reli- 


ah hndö in his wn ſenſe. Aud neither of hem ap- 
pears to have given the other the leaſt diſturbance, 
touching 4h eropimons which/he maintained. 
g. Fiswety poſſible, that many good men now 
al may entertain peculiar opinions: and ſome of 


was. And 'tis certain, ſo long as we fte but in- 


Part, that all men will not ſee all things alike. It 92 
is an uνEEELidable conſequent of the pdeſenit weak- Wil cnc 
neſs and: ſhertreſi of. human underſtanding, the wo 
ſeveral men will be of ſeveral minds, in religion- in 

as well as in common life. 80 it tias been from the 
tus beginning of the world, e will be til as 4 
the reſtitution of all thing. wh 
4. Nay farther; although every n man Any pol 
believes,” that-every particular opinion which he de. 
holds is true (for, to believe any opinion is not Wil #4 
true, is tlie fame thing as, not to hold it:) vet can Wi the 

no dan be aſfured, that all his own-opinions, Wl = + 
taken togeibar, are true. Nay every thinking man 4 
is aſſured, they are net: ſeeing lumanum e errare et me 
neſ irc. To be ignorant of | mary chings; and o mu 
miſtake in ſame, is he neceſſary condition of hu- Wi opi 
mani This therefore he is lenſible is his ow] pin 
caſe. ' He knows in the general, that he bimſelf is WW im 
miſtaken. Alhaugh in What particulars be t. me 
takes, he does. not. perhaps carinot ko] ]. opi 

2 19 ſays perhaps he cannot know. wr: — not 
can sell how far invincible ignorance may extend ? tha 
Or-{what comes to the dame thing) invincible pre- ¶ bh 
judice: ln * often fit in tender minde has 


& | 


| I W. . ; | * 1 | | | Uhat 


* 


that it is after wards impoſſible to tear up WHt hAs _ 
taken ſo deep a root. And who can fay; unless he 45 
knew!every-cireumftance attending it, how. far an 
miſtake is culpable ? feeing all guilt myſt ſuppoſe 
ſome concurrence of the will: of whith he only 
can judge who fearcheth the heart. 1 
6. en wie man therefore: will allow bes 
the ſame liberty of thinking, which he deßres they PEN 1 
ſnould allow him and will no more infiſt ot heir | 
embracing his opinions, than he would: h ave then = 5 
ta inſiſt on his embracing, heirs; He'bears witk „„ We 
thofe who differ; from bim, and only aſks hin ? | 
with whom he defires io unite in love, that ſingle 
enquirꝝy made, concerning Felonagab's 'thie of 
worthip: although tis highly p:obable; there was 
in this reſpett allo, a very wide difference between 
them: Fur we may well believe fehonadab as well 
as all His poſterity, _ worſhipped God, at Ferufalems 


policy than religion. And therefore although he 9 
le the worſhippers of Baal, and deftroyed Baal e ö _ 
of Hrael-: yet from the con venient n of Jeroboham; -- 
the wor ſhip of the golden xalues, It departed. not, - WE 
2 Kings X« 29. . | tes $74 i „„ e * 1 | | | ; 1 
8. But even among men of an upright heart, 5 5 1 
men who deſire to have d conſcience void of offence; it » - = 
| muſt needs be, that as long as there are vations! „„ 74 
opinigns, there vill be various ways of worſhip” "| 
ping God: ſeeing a variety of opinion neceſſariix | 1 
implies à variety of pradice. Ant abinalFages,: Th 1 
men have: differed in nothing more than in their: 4 

opinions concerning the ſupreme Being, ſo in = 

nathing have they: more differed from each other, 
than in the manner of worſhipping bim, Had: 
this been only in the heathen world, it would nor 
dave been at all Uprising For we know ihne 
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aur birth, fixes the chure 
belong: that one, for inſtance, who is born in 
England ought to be'a member of that which is 
ſtiled the church of England, and "conſequently 10 
worſhip God in the particular manner which is 
preſcribed by that church. I was once a zealous 


4 4 ; : 3 : 
3 m . * * 
—. THe 1 a ts RR Fu. i hed . 1 ** 


— 


; by their wifdom knew not God; nor therefore could 
| they know how to . worſhip him. But is it not 
- ſtrange, that even in the Chriſtian world, although 


they all agree in the general, God is a Spirit, and they 
that worſlap him muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth: 


yet the particular modes of worſhipping God, are 
_ almoſt as various as among the Heathensg 7 
9. And how ſhall we chuſe, among fo much 
variety? No mam can chuſe for, or preſcribe to 
another. But every one muſt follow the diftates 


ff his own. conſcience, in ſimplicity andigodly 
incerity. He muſt be fully perſuaded in his own 


mind, and then act according to the beſt light he 
has. Nor has any creature power, to conſtrain. 
another to walk by his own rule. God has given 


no right to any of the children of men, thus to 
lord it over the conſcience of his brethren. But 


every man muſt judge for himſelf, as every man 
muſt give an account of himſellto Gd. 


* 


10. Although therefore every follower of 


_ Chriſt is obliged by the very nature of the Chtiſtian 
inſtitution, to be a member of ſome particular con- 
gregation or other, ſome church, as it is uſually 
termed: (which implies a particular manner of 


worlbipping God; for two cannot wall together 
unleſs they be agreed :] yet none can be obliged by 
any power on eaith, but that of his own con- 


ſcience, to prefer this or that cangregation to ano- 


ther, this or that particular manner of worſhip. 
I know. it is commonly ny that the place of 
h to which we ought to- 


maintainer of this: but I find many reaſons to 


abate of this zeal, I fear, it is attended with ſuch 
difficulties, that no reaſonable man can get over. 


. * as 


5 


# 


E 


uld Wl Not dne leaft of Which is that if this rule bad tock 


not lace, there could have been no reformation from 
ugh WF Popery.: ſeeing it intirely deſtroys the right of 
they private judgment, on which that whole reforma- 
ith : Ra 710} —— PETITION. .&H 
are 11 dare not therefore preſume to impoſe wy 
; mode of worſhip on an other. 1 believe it > 
uch truly primitive and e But my belief is 
e to no rule for another. 1 aſk not therefore of him 
ates with whom 1 would unite. in love, Are you of 
dly my church? of my congregation ? Do you receive 
wn the ſame form of church-government, and allow 

| he the ſame church · offices with me? Do you join in 
rain the ſame. form of prayer, wherein 1 worſhip _ 
ven God?” Linquitre not, do you receive the fupper 
$ to of the Lord, in the ſame poſture and manner that 


But BW 1do? nor, whether in the adminiftration'of bap- _ 


Ban tiſm, you agree with me, in admitting ſureties for 


the baptized ? In the manner of adminiſtring it? 


of Bil or. the age of theſe to whom it ſhould be adminiſ- 
ſtian tred? Nay, I aſk not of you (as clear as I am in 
con- my own mind) whether you * baptiſm and 
the Lord's ſupper at all ? Let all theſe things ſtand 


ether convenient ſeaſon. My only queſtion at preſent is 
1 by this, It thine heart right, as my heart is with thy heart? . 


12. But what is properly implied in the queſ- 
tion? Ido not mean What did Jehu imply therein? 


in but what ſhould. a follower of Chriſt 7 
Eo 

An The. firſt thing implied in this: Is thy heart 
th is right with God ? Doſt thou believe his being, 
10 and his perſections 7 his eternity, immenſity, 

h is wiſdom, power: bis juſtice, mercy and truth ? 
lous Daſt thou believe. that he now apholdeth all things 
15-10 Wl by the word of his power ? And that he governs even 
lach the moſt minute, even the moſt noxious, to his 
vere en glory and the good of them that love _ 


by: we will talk of them, if need be, at a more 
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_ ull- thy own works, thy o-¹ n 


Lum, not having thy own; rig trough, 


Wich the energy of love ? Doſt thou 8 God: 51 
do not ſay, above all things; ſort is both an unſcrip- 
turah ad an 8 but wit / al thy 


neſs in him alone ? And doſt thou find e bon 
ſeckeſt”: Does thy ſoul continually mag the Lord, 
and thy ſpirit ryoite in God thy Sabiour Having 
learned tu every: thang \ to give thanks, doſt thou find, 


the center of thy foul ? The ſum of all 
Art thou accordingty /aying up! iby tea in heaven, 
fout!! then thou att cracified't 
dead to all below, and thy life is hid with Chiift in Cod 


| but the will of; him that ſent thee? Of him chut ſent 
thee do ſojourn here a While, 10 ſpendia fes 


: Fat] | of 


x 20 7 * 
Haſtzhow A Grid evidence eee con- 
viction, of the things of doſt thou Walk 
Taith ua by he lodbing -not-at eee thimgs,! but 
np Doſe ** ett ISLES ie USER DIS VT 
. Doſt thou believe in the Lord Jens Cbriſt, 
Here blefied\ for: ever P. Is he rebealad in thy 
ul ?, Daſt-thou AnotooZeſus Chriſt ani mum eruafied ? 
Berg he dwell, in tler, and thou in nim F Is hey med 
in thy! heart by faith f Having abſolutely diſclaimed 
teouſnefs, haſt 
ghteouſneſs of God 
Art fouls in 
but the rightcouf- 
neftrwhich is by;faith? And art thou thro e gn; 
229 90 een een, wad ggg . 
224. IS thy with lage * 


thou, ſubmitted © thyſelf: unto the. 1 
which, ts, by faith in Chriſt eius 7 


” Fided 


heart, and cxeith all thy min 


andwuith dll thy foul and 
with all thy. firen 


ength.? Doſt thou ſeek all thy happi- 


it is a joyful-and-pleajant: thing to be thankful? Is God 
ny defires? 


and coutting-alli/ungs eie dung and d Hath the 
love of God caſt the Jove ol the world out of thy 
to"therwbrld, © Thou att 


1g. Art thou employed in 'doitrg not thy own will, 
days in a ſtrantze lard, till having figiſped the 


Work he hath hes Na thee todo, thou return to thy 
father's-houfe * 2 to * 


| . 
of thy: fathen auch in it lauen ? Js thine eye Ein aM 
things #3Always fixt on bim? Always: 205. unto 

we DPaltithoy point at him in hatſoever thou 
in all:thy. ee thy. buſineſs, thy::.conver-, 


hy WVhatfeevtr thou:doſt;. either in mord or. deed, doing it 
d 5 in thenane of the Lord: Feſus, giving thanks Aus. 
med Cod even tha father through hm? 
ned 16, Does the love af Gd Seb iin hog: big 
1a e him: withfear ?, Torejaceunts. him; with reverence ? 
Jod Art hau worg afraid Cf diſpleaſing God, than 
in either of death or hell? Is nothing ſo terrible to 
ouſ. Wl thee,aythe 3 ol offending* the eyes of. his-glory. ? = 
im, Upon this graund deft thou Hate ali cuil ways every 
eter-Nuwaalgreſnien of his holy. and perfect law?: And 
+ Ko hetein exergiſe thyſelf, to have a conſcience. _— 
Hed offence toward(God, . and towards mann 
174 Is thy heart tight towards thy e * 


Doſtahou lone a. thhiſelt, all mankind without excep- 


thy tion? vou loue thoje any. that love you, what tank 


and {Where you Do you love your enemies ? Is your ſoul full 
ppi- Net gaod-will, of tender affe ction towards them ?' 
tou Do you ldve even the enemies of God? The un- 


Lord, Nchankful and unholy ? Do your bowels yearn over 
Ling ehem 2,Could.yau wiſh vu E accurſt 
find, Nor their ſake ? And do you ſh bleſſing. 
len gat | aurſe; gau, and, praying for thoſe that deſpite 
res? wo vu and perſecuteyour? 
aven, Do you; ſhew your love, by your Worke p 
{the Wuile you. have, time, as you have. opportunity, 
F'thy UL {your an fact do good to a men, neighbours or 
u ant rangers, friends or enemies, good or- bad 5 Do: 


hem all the. Saad Tou gan, 8. ee oh br to ſup-- 


Ae as. uttermolt: of jour v At a 
\ few rt thus minged, may every: Ohriſtian ſay, yea, if- 
4'the {Wbowart but figeerely deſirous of it, and following 
s thy n till chou attain, then W Oy. 
1 "wort * wu LO heart, 
| of | It. . 


ſatiem ? Aiming only at the glory of God an all 7. 


* bo” * 
82 
— = <A — 


= 4 


\ : 5 | «© 12 ] 3 | 
II. 1. Vit be, give me thyhand. I do not mean, „ Be s. 

; of my opinion.“ You need not. 1 do not expect Ba 
nor defire it. Neither do I mean, I will de of 5 
your opinion.” I cannot. It does not depen on th 
my choice: I can no more think, than I tan ſee or th 
hear as I will.” Keep yo your opinion, 1 mine: ks 
aud that as ſteadily as ever. You need not even N. 
endeavour to come over to me, or bring me over to eft 
you. I édo not defire you todiſpute thoſe points, or 

to hear or ſpeak one word concerning them. Let 

all opinions alone on one ſide and the other. On- 
, / 157 
2. 1 do not mean, Embrace my modes of wor - 
ſhip; or I will embrace yours.“ This alſo is a 
thing which does not depend either on your choice 
or mine. We muſt both act, as each is fully per. 
ſuaded in his own mind. Hold you faſt that which 
you believe to be moſt acceptable to God, and | will 
do the ſame. I believe the 1 form of church - 
government to be ſcriptural and apoſtolical. If 
you think the Presbytenan or Independent is hetter, | 
think ſo ſtill and act accordingly. I believe in- 
fants ought to be baptized,” and that this may be 
done either by N py rinkling. If you are 
otherwiſe perſuaded, be ſo in, | — follow your 
on perſuaſion. It appears to me, that forms of 
prayer are of excellent uſe, particularly in the great 
congregation. If you judge extemporary prayer 

to be of more Uſe, act ſuitably io your own judg 
ment. My ſentiment is, that 1 ought not to forbid 
water, wherein perſons: may be baptized :' and that 
Tought to eat bread and drink wine, 'as a memorial 

ol my dying maſter. However, if you are not con- 
vinced of this, act according to.the light you have. 

I have no defire to diſpute with you one moment, 
5 upon any of the preceding heads. Let all theſe 
. } ſmaller points ſtand aſide. Let them never come 
into dent. If tine heart is as my heat, iFthou lovel 
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5 bn „ 
God and all mankind, 1 * no more: : Give me thine | 
hand. | 


thine enemies, or the enemies of God, thoſe that 

hate "thee, that deſpitefully te thee and perfectts tee 

Not only as a ſtranger, as one of whom thou knõ0. 
eſt neither good nor evil. I am not ſatisfied with 

this. No: Tf thine heart be right, as mine with thy heart, 
then love me with' a very tender affection, as a 
friend that is cloſer than a brother; ; as a brother in 
Chriſt, a fello w- citizen of the new Jeruſalem, a fel- 
low-ſold: er e in the ſame warfare, under the 
is a fame captain of our ſalvation. Love me as com- 
oice panion in the kingdom and Aenne of N N and 


per- joint-heir of his Glory. 

hich 4. Love me (but in a en degree chan thou doſt 
will e bulk of mankind) with the love that is long- 
arch- Hering and kind, that is patient, if Tam ignorant 
- If {Wand out of the way, bearing and not increahng my 
etter, burthen, and is terider, ſoſt and compaſſionate ill, 
e in- that envieth not, if at any time it pleaſe God, to proſ- 
ay be per me in this work! even more than thee; — 
u are I me with the love that is nt provoked either at my 
your Wi follies or infirmities; or even at my acting (if it 
ms of ſhould ſometimes ſo appear to thee) not according 


to the will of God. Love me fo as to think no evil 
of me, to put away all jealouſy and evil ſurmiſing. 

Love me with the love that coberetſi all things, that 
never reveals either my faults or ingrmities; ; that 
eheveth all things, is always willing to think the beſt, 
to put the faireſt conſtruttion on all my words and 
actions: that hopeth all things; either that the thing 


cumſtabces as are related: or at leaſt, that it was 
done with a good intention: or in ſuddew ſtreſs of 
temptation.” And hope to'the end, that whatever 
isamifs, will by the grace of God be correRed, and 
whatever is wanted upplied, 1 's 1: the riches of 
his' m_ in ent ant rug e 


f * 1 B *4 | . | go mean, 


3. J mean, feſt, "wy me. And har not only is | 
thou loveſt All mankind ; riot. only as thou loveſt 
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related was never done; or not done with ſuch cir- 


5. 1 mean, ſecondly, commend me to Gos in al 

thy prayers, wreſtle with him in my behalf, that he 

would ſpeedily correct what he ſees amiſs, and ſup. 

ply what is wanting in me. In thy neareſt accek 

to the throne of grace, beg of him who is then ver 
preſent with thee, that my heart may be more a 

- thy heart, more right both toward God and toward 
; man: that 1 4 a fuller conviction of thing 
not ſeen, and a ſtronger view of the love of God in 
.Chriſt Jeſus: may more ſteadily walk by faith, ng 

dy fight, and more earneſtly graſp eternal life 

Pray that the love of God and all mankind, may 

be more largely poured into my heart; that I ma 

be more fervent and active in doing the will « 

my father which is in heaven; more zealous 0 

good works, and more careful to abſtain from al ha 


appearance of evi. 1715 20 
FB 6. I mean, thirdly, provoke me to love and god : 
works. Second thy prayer as thou haſt 'opporty: 

_ nity, by ſpeaking to mein love whatſoever thou 
believeſt to be for my ſoul's health, Quicken m 
in the work which God has given me /to do, and 
 inſtrut& me how to do it more perfectly. Ye: 


nite me friendly and reprove me, wherein ſoever I 1 
Vo pic — to be doing rather my own will thu 2300 
the will of him chat ſent me. O ſpeak and ſpall not 
not, whatever thou believeſt may conduce, eithaMY ſpa- 
to the amending my faults, the ſtrengthning n unſe 

weakneſs, the building me up in love, or the m and 
ing me more fit in any kind for the maſter's uſe, not 
J. I mean, laſtly, love me not in word only, b Ca- 
in deed and in truth. So far as in conſcience tho no 
eanſt (retaining ſtill thy own opinions, and thy o. his 
manner of worſhipping God) join with me in Chr 
work of God, and let us go on hand in hand, A0 
thus fax, it is certain, thou mayſt go. Speak bill ava; 
nourably wherever thou art, of the work: of Go any 
by whomſoe ver be works, and kindly of his mi c:;, 
ſengers. Andi iſ it be in thy power, not only ſy: nio 
pathize with them when they are in any difficull one 
vr diſtreſs, but give them a chearful and effect ye': 
VVV 8 aſiſtand 


— 


hath iffiftance, that they may glorify God on thy be- 
Gl TT TR ICT Lu 
acc 8. Two things ſhould be obſerved, with regard to 
1 very What has been ſpoken under this laſt head. The 
ore u one, that whatſoever love, whatſoever offices of 
ward BY love, whatſoever ſpiritual or temporal aſſiſtance, 1 
thing claim from him whoſe heart is right, as my heart is 
od in with his: the fame I am ready, by the grace of 
h, not God, according to my meaſure, to give him. The 
I life other, that I have not made this claim, in behalf of 
„ may my ſelf only, but of all whoſe heart is right toward 
1 God and Man, that we may all love one another, 
% / Coreg 
III. 1. One inference we may make from what 
has been ſaid. We may learn from hence, what is 


a Catholick Spirit. „„ Ana, 
There is ſcarce any expreſſion which has been 
more groſly miſunderſtood, and more dangerouſly 
| miſapplied than this. But it will be eaſy for any 
who calmly conſider the preceding obſervations, to 
correct any ſuch miſapprehenſions of it, and to pre- 
vent any ſuch miſapplication.  * 
For from whence we may learn, firſt, that a Ca- 
tholick Spirit, is not ſpeculative latitudinanianiſm, It is 
not an indifference to all opinions. This is the 
ſpawn of hell, not the offspring of Heaven. This 
unſettledneſs of thought, this being driven to and fro, 
and toſt about with every wind of doctrine, is a great curſe, 
not a bleſſing;-an irreconcileable enemy, not a true 
Catholic. A man of a true Catholick Spirit, has not 
now his religion to ſeek, He is fixed as the ſun in 
his judgment concerning the main branches of 
Chriſtian doctrine. It is true, he is always ready 
to hear and weigh, whatſoever can be offered 
againſt his principles, But as this does not ſhew 
any wavering in his own mind, ſo neither does it oc- 
cation any.” He does not halt between two opi- 
nions, nor vainly endeavour to blend them into 
ode, Obſerve this, you who know not what Spirit "$9 
ye are of: Who call yourſelves men of a Catholick Spi- WEL 14 
fil, only becauſe you are of a muddy underſtand-. lk 


5 
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ing: becauſe. your mind 1s all in a miſt: beeauſe 


_  - you have no ſettled, conſiſtent principles, but are 


for jumbling all opinions together. Be convinced, 


that you have quite miſſed your way : you know 
not where you are. You think you are got into the 
very Spiritof Chriſt; when in truth you are nearer 
the ſpirit of antichriſt. Go firſt and learn the firſt 
elements of the, gofpel of Chriſt, and then ſhall you 
learn to be of a truly Catholic Spirit. 
2. From what has been ſaid we may learn, Se. 
condly, That a Catholic Spirit is not any kind of prac. 
tical latitudinatianiſin. It is not indifference as to 
public worſhip, or as to the outward manner of 
performing it. This likewiſe would not be a bleſ. 
hing but a curſe. Far from beipg an help thereto, 
it would ſo long as it remained be an unſpeakable 
Hindrance to the worſhipping of Gop in Spirit 
and in truth. But the man of a truly Catholich Spin, 
having weighed all things in the balance of the 
ſanctuary, has no doubt, no ſcruple at all concern. 
ing that particular mode, of worſhip wherein he 
Joins. He is clearly convinced, thai this manner 
of worſhipping of God is both ſcriptural and rati- 
onal. He. knows. none in the world, which is 
more ſcriptural, none. which is more rational, 
Therefore without rambling hither and thither, he 
, cleaves cloſe thereto, and praiſes God lor the op- 
- portunity of ſo doing, r 
3. Hence we may, thirdly, learn, that a Catholic 
Spirit is not an indiflerence to all congregations, 
I his is, another ſort of latitudinarianiſm, no leſs 
abuſed and unſcriptural than the former, But it 
is ſar from a man of a truly Catholick Spirit. He 18 
fixt in his congregation as well as his principles. 
He is united to one, not only in ſpirit, but by all 
the outward ties of Chriſtian fellowſhip. There 
be partakes of all the ordinances of God, Therc 
he receives the ſupper. of the Lord, There he 
pours out his ſoul in public prayer, and joins in 
public praiſe and thankſgiving. There hereoicei 
to hear the word of reconciliation, the goſpel os 
% . | „ t K 


— 


. w 


the grace of:God, Wich theſe his neareſt, his beſt be⸗ 
loved brethren, on ſolemn occaſions he ſeeks God 
by faſting. Theſe particularly he watches over in 
love, as they do over his ſoul, admoniſhing, ex- 
horting, comforting, reproving, and every way. 
building up each other in the faith. Theſe he re- 
gards as his own, houſhold, and therefore accord- 
ing to the ability God has given him, naturally 
cares for them, and provides that they may have 
all the things that are needful for life and godlineſs. 
4. But While he is ſteadily hxt in his religious 
principles, in what he believes to be the truth as it 
is in Jelus; while he firmly adheres to that wor- 
ſhip of God, which he. judges to be moſt accepta- 
ble in his fight, aud while he is united by the ten- 
dereſt and cloſeſt ties, to one particular congrega- 
tion: his heart is inlarged toward all mankind, 
thoſe he knows and thoſe: he does not: he em- 
braces with ſtrong and cordial. affection, neigh- 
bours and ſtrangers, friends and enemies. This is 
catholick or univerſal love. And he that has this, 
is of a Gatholeck Spirit. For love alone gives the title 
to this character. Catholick love is a Catholick Sprrit, 
5. But if we take this word in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, 
a man of a Catholick Spirit, is one who in the manner 
above-mentioned, gives his hand, to all whoſe hearts 
are right with his heart, One who knows how to 
value, and praiſe God for all the advantages he 
enjoys; with regard to the knowledge of the 
things of God, the true, ſcriptural manner of wor- 
ſhiping him; and above all, his union with a con- 
gregation, fearing God and working righteouſneſs, 
One who retaining theſe bleſſings with the ſtricteſt 
care, keeping them as the apple of his eye, at the 
ſame time loves as friends, as brethren in the Lord, 
as members of Chriſt, and children of Gop, as 
joint partakers now of the preſent kingdom of 
God, and fellow- heirs of his eternal kingdom, all 
of whatever opinion or worſhip, or congregation, 

who believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who os 
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God and man; who rejoicing to pleaſe und fear- 


ing to offend God, are careful to abſtain from evil 


and zealous of good works. He is the man of a 
truly Catholick Spirit, who bears all theſe continually 


upon his heart, who having an unfpeakable ten- 


_ dernefs for their perſons, and longing for their 


welfare, does not ceaſe to commend them to God. 
in prayer, as well as to plead their caufe before 
men: who fpeaks comfortably to them, and la- 
bours by all bis words, to ſtrengthen their hands 


in God. He afſhfts them to the uttermoſt of his 


ower in all things, ſpiritual and temporal. He 
is ready to fpend and be ſpent for them; yea, to lay down 
Ris fe fot their fe” ESE os 


6. Thou, O man of God, think on theſe things, 


If thou art already in this way, go on. If thou 


haſt heretofore miſtook the path, bleſs God who 
hath brought thee back. And now run the race 
which is ſet before thee, in the royal way of uni- 


vefſal love. Take heed, left thou be either wa- 


vering in thy judgment, or ſtraitened in thy bowels, 
ut keep an even pace, rooted” in the faith once 


_ Uclivered to the ſaints, and grounded in love, in 
true, Catholick love, till thou art ſwallowed up in 


love for ever and ever. 


TEARY of all this ws Strife, 


race 
"OY Theſe notions, forms, and modes, and names, 
Wa. To thee, the way, the truth, the life, 

Fels. Whole love my ſim 4 heart inflames, 

once Divinely taught, at laſt I fly 


, in With Aae and W to 110 and die. e 
p in | 11. „ 


Forth from the midſt of Bake! brought, 
Parties and ſeRs I caſt behind, 

Iplar 'd my heart, and free my thought, . 4 LY 

Where er the latent truth I find, . 

The latent truth with joy to own, | 

* bow: to Tur name 7 « 


Redeenatd by thine 1 grace, 

I taſte my glorious liberty, 
With open arms the world 1 
; Fo But to thoſe who cleave to thee, _ 
4 But only in thy ſaints dekght, _ pL 
ned Who walk with God in baten white ar 
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e In this ſure bond of perfetctneſ, . 1 


Obſcurely ſafe, I dwell alone, el of wad bad. 
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Who aim at perfect holineſs, - - .. .; 

Aud all thy counſels to fulfill, > 
Achirſt to be whateer thou art. 
And love 8 with av their heut. 
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